§455.2

(a) Under the authority of sections
1902(a)(4), 1903(i)(2), and 1909 of the So-
cial Security Act, Subpart A provides
State plan requirements for the identi-
fication, investigation, and referral of
suspected fraud and abuse cases. In ad-
dition, the subpart requires that the
State—

(1) Report fraud and abuse informa-
tion to the Department; and

(2) Have a method to verify whether
services reimbursed by Medicaid were
actually furnished to recipients.

(b) Subpart B implements sections
1124, 1126, 1902(a)(36), 1903(i)(2), and
1903(n) of the Act. It requires that pro-
viders and fiscal agents must agree to
disclose ownership and control infor-
mation to the Medicaid State agency.

[51 FR 34787, Sept. 30, 1986]

§455.2 Definitions.

As used in this part unless the con-
text indicates otherwise—

Abuse means provider practices that
are inconsistent with sound fiscal,
business, or medical practices, and re-
sult in an unnecessary cost to the Med-
icaid program, or in reimbursement for
services that are not medically nec-
essary or that fail to meet profes-
sionally recognized standards for
health care. It also includes recipient
practices that result in unnecessary
cost to the Medicaid program.

Conviction or Convicted means that a
judgment of conviction has been en-
tered by a Federal, State, or local
court, regardless of whether an appeal
from that judgment is pending.

Exclusion means that items or serv-
ices furnished by a specific provider
who has defrauded or abused the Med-
icaid program will not be reimbursed
under Medicaid.

Fraud means an intentional decep-
tion or misrepresentation made by a
person with the knowledge that the de-
ception could result in some unauthor-
ized benefit to himself or some other
person. It includes any act that con-
stitutes fraud under applicable Federal
or State law.

Furnished refers to items and services
provided directly by, or under the di-
rect supervision of, or ordered by, a
practitioner or other individual (either
as an employee or in his or her own ca-
pacity), a provider, or other supplier of
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services. (For purposes of denial of re-
imbursement within this part, it does
not refer to services ordered by one
party but billed for and provided by or
under the supervision of another.)

Practitioner means a physician or
other individual licensed under State
law to practice his or her profession.

Suspension means that items or serv-
ices furnished by a specified provider
who has been convicted of a program-
related offense in a Federal, State, or
local court will not be reimbursed
under Medicaid.

[48 FR 3755, Jan. 27, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 37375, Sept. 13, 1985; 51 FR 34788, Sept. 30,
1986]

§455.3 Other applicable regulations.

Part 1002 of this title sets forth the
following:

(a) State plan requirements for ex-
cluding providers for fraud and abuse,
and suspending practitioners convicted
of program-related crimes.

(b) The limitations on FFP for serv-
ices furnished by excluded providers or
suspended practitioners.

(c) The requirements and procedures
for reinstatement after exclusion or
suspension.

(d) Requirements for the establish-
ment and operation of State Medicaid
fraud control units and the rates of
FFP for their fraud control activities.

[51 FR 34788, Sept. 30, 1986]

Subpart A—Medicaid Agency
Fraud Detection and Inves-
tigation Program

§455.12 State plan requirement.

A State plan must meet the require-
ments of §§455.13 through 455.23.

[52 FR 48817, Dec. 28, 1987]

§455.13 Methods for identification, in-
vestigation, and referral.

The Medicaid agency must have—

(a) Methods and criteria for identi-
fying suspected fraud cases;

(b) Methods for investigating these
cases that—

(1) Do not infringe on the legal rights
of persons involved; and

(2) Afford due process of law; and

(c) Procedures, developed in coopera-
tion with State legal authorities, for
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referring suspected fraud cases to law
enforcement officials.

[43 FR 45262, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 48
FR 3755, Jan. 27, 1983]

§455.14 Preliminary investigation.

If the agency receives a complaint of
Medicaid fraud or abuse from any
source or identifies any questionable
practices, it must conduct a prelimi-
nary investigation to determine wheth-
er there is sufficient basis to warrant a
full investigation.

[48 FR 3756, Jan. 27, 1983]

§455.15

If the findings of a preliminary inves-
tigation give the agency reason to be-
lieve that an incident of fraud or abuse
has occurred in the Medicaid program,
the agency must take the following ac-
tion, as appropriate:

(a) If a provider is suspected of fraud
or abuse, the agency must—

(1) In States with a State Medicaid
fraud control unit certified under sub-
part C of part 1002 of this title , refer
the case to the unit under the terms of
its agreement with the unit entered
into under §1002.309 of this title; or

(2) In States with no certified Med-
icaid fraud control unit, or in cases
where no referral to the State Medicaid
fraud control unit is required under
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, con-
duct a full investigation or refer the
case to the appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

(b) If there is reason to believe that a
recipient has defrauded the Medicaid
program, the agency must refer the
case to an appropriate law enforcement
agency.

(c) If there is reason to believe that a
recipient has abused the Medicaid pro-
gram, the agency must conduct a full
investigation of the abuse.

[48 FR 3756, Jan. 27, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 34788, Sept. 30, 1986]

Full investigation.

§455.16 Resolution of full investiga-
tion.
A full
until—
(a) Appropriate legal action is initi-
ated;
(b) The case is closed or dropped be-
cause of insufficient evidence to sup-

investigation must continue

§455.18

port the allegations of fraud or abuse;
or

(c) The matter is resolved between
the agency and the provider or recipi-
ent. This resolution may include but is
not limited to—

(1) Sending a warning letter to the
provider or recipient, giving notice
that continuation of the activity in
question will result in further action;

(2) Suspending or terminating the
provider from participation in the Med-
icaid program;

(3) Seeking recovery of payments
made to the provider; or

(4) Imposing other sanctions provided
under the State plan.

[43 FR 45262, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 48
FR 3756, Jan. 27, 1983]

§455.17

The agency must report the following
fraud or abuse information to the ap-
propriate Department officials at in-
tervals prescribed in instructions.

(@) The number of complaints of
fraud and abuse made to the agency
that warrant preliminary investiga-
tion.

(b) For each case of suspected pro-
vider fraud and abuse that warrants a
full investigation—

(1) The provider’s name and number;

(2) The source of the complaint;

(3) The type of provider;

(4) The nature of the complaint;

(5) The approximate range of dollars
involved; and

(6) The legal and administrative dis-
position of the case, including actions
taken by law enforcement officials to
whom the case has been referred.

Reporting requirements.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0938-0076)

[43 FR 45262, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 48
FR 3756, Jan. 27, 1983]

§455.18 Provider’s
claims forms.

(a) Except as provided in §455.19, the
agency must provide that all provider
claims forms be imprinted in boldface
type with the following statements, or
with alternate wording that is ap-
proved by the Regional HCFA Adminis-
trator:

statements on

277



